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The transforming Arctic is confounding community efforts to anticipate change and 
address uncertainty. Indicators of resilience are fundamental to addressing these changes, 
but the baselines and indicators necessary to accurately measure progress are strained 
by the increasing rate of change. Those that exist are often derived from non-Indigenous 
values, and their relevance for Arctic Indigenous communities is increasingly called into 
question. This leaves an information gap for measuring change, and there is an urgent 
need to co-produce effective tools to better understand resilience in a changing Arctic. 

This presentation will introduce several initiatives underway that are seeking to fill this gap 
by developing community-driven processes in Arctic that center around the priorities, 
aspirations, and perspectives of Arctic Indigenous communities to operationalize the 
concept of resilience and current knowledge on permafrost thaw and its implications for 
social-ecological systems. By developing a series of tools and processes -- including a set 
of locally-defined indicators and locally-led monitoring processes -- we seek to harness 
local expertise, support community-driven solutions and capacity building, empower 
young leaders, encourage investment in local innovation, and improve networks and 
cross-border connections throughout the Arctic. 
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