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Dr. Howard Alper is currently spearheading the Global Excellence Initiative (GEI) by the former
Governor General of Canada David Johnston, to enhance global recognition for Canadian research
excellence. He is Chair of the Canvassing Committee for the initiative. As a Distinguished
University Professor at the University of Ottawa, Dr. Alper has conducted basic research
spanning organic and inorganic chemistry, with potential applications in the pharmaceutical,
petrochemical, and commodity chemical industries. He is also a pioneer in the application of phase-
transfer catalysis to transition-metal catalyzsed organic reactions. He has published 554 papers, has

thirty-seven patents, and has edited several books.

He has served as Chair of Boards and Committees, including, amongst others, the Partnership
Group for Science and Engineering (PAGSE) and the Canadian Research Knowledge Network,
and Vice-Chair of the global, influential Knowledge Economy Network. He was also President of
the Royal Society of Canada, Co-Chair of the Inter-Academy Partnership [IAP: The
Global Network of Science Academies], the inaugural Chair of the Government of Canada’s
Science, Technology and Innovation Council (STIC) (advising Cabinet and the Prime Minister),

etc.

Dr. Alper has received a large number of prestigious awards and honours at national and
international levels, such as the American Chemical Society Catalysis Pioneer in 2020, Honorary
Fellow of the Chemical Institute of Canada, Officer of the Order of Canada, Titular Member of the
European Academy of Arts, Sciences, and Humanities, member of the Academy of Sciences for
the Developing World, Officer of National Order of Merit of the Republic of France, Commander
of the Order of Merit of the Italian Republic. He was designated as “Companion of the Order of

Canada”, the highest award presented to a Canadian citizen.
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